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that he indulged quite openly in a liaison with a
cobbler's daughter, fileonore (or sometimes des-
cribed as Alexandrine) Vergeot, who bore him
two sons during the period of his captivity and
was by no means the only recipient of his atten-
tions at this time. He was able to correspond
with the outside world ; and, since his valet
Thelin could pass in and out of the fortress as he
pleased, this correspondence was not even subject
to censorship. Nevertheless, for one who had
been active and who was obsessed with political
ambition, this enforced stagnation was a severe
strain. Fortunately the prince possessed the
faculty of absorbing himself in work.

As before, in Arenenberg and London, he
determined to keep his name and cause before the
public by his pen, and the research which he
now buried himself in enabled him to write with
knowledge upon subjects hitherto beyond his
power. Pamphlets and essays followed each
other in rapid profusion. In Fragments histori-
ques he discussed the English Revolution of 1688
and compared it with existing conditions in
France, likening the House of Orleans to the
Stewarts, and (by innuendo) putting himself
forward as the potential counterpart of William
of Orange. Except for the purpose of political
propaganda, a ludicrous analogy ! Further his-
torical dissertations followed, and throughout his